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stones which he accumulated during his twelve holy expedi-
tions.    The last and most memorable was distinguished by the
acquisition of the temple of Sommanat, which was gained after
a severe contest with an immense army, which came for the
rescue of the revered shrine.    His piety overruled his covet-
ousness, and he ordered the gigantic statue to be broken into
pieces. The Brahmins offered so great a ransom, that Mahmud's
officers pressed him to accept it; but he indignantly rejected
the proposal of becoming a seller of idols, and his forbearance
was amply rewarded, for the blows of his soldiers revealed a
treasure within the body far surpassing in value the proffered
bribe.    The sandal-wood doors of the temple were carried off
as a trophy, and continued till our own time to dignify the
entrance of his mausoleum at Gazna.    They had not escaped
the knowledge of the British Governor-General; and when it
was judged expedient to avenge upon the Afghans the murder
of our officials, and the annihilation of our invading army, these
doors were brought back to India as the evidence of victory
and recovered honour.    It was not, however, easy to assign to
them an appropriate destination, for, during the lapse of ages,
the temple of Sommanat had become a solitary deserted ruin.
Had it continued an object of Hindu veneration, the Brahmins
would probably have deprecated the restoration of doors which
had long closed a mosque: and the gift would have been sacrilege
in a Christian government, which is happily breaking through
its too long cherished connection with idolatry.    It was not till
two centuries after Mahmud that the founder of the succeeding
house, Mohammed Gouri, established himself at Delhi, which
has ever since continued the capital of a Moslem power; but
owes its fame to the line of princes, which commenced with
Baber, the great-great-grandson of the universal conqueror
Tamerlane,, who has better pretensions than any other person
to the title of sovereign of the world.    The reader of history
is familiar with the names at least of those sovereigns, called,
from their extraction, the Great Moghuls, whose magnificence
has been described by French and English travellers, and
especially with that of Akbar, who assembled at his court the